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THE TIDEINGS DECEMBER 2016
beginning. So it is important for each member of the
, congregation to reflect on what they learned during
as I S this time when we had so many special programs and
opportunities. Those gathered on Nov. 18 made
a e several observations, including:
n thinking about our programs, our church needs
1 Inthinking ab prog hurch d
to identify the gaps of service in our community.
The Town of Mattapoisett is blessed to have a
. wibrant libr, hlstorlcai soue council on aglng,
APossabbati cal Seasongmsother ue?fo? op'el hgTﬁtow to y
How good it is to be back at Mattapoisett gathfar, Ie’z)arn, and discuss. What is not being .
Congregational Church, and what a perfect timing. provided? What can chu;ch offer our community
Since a sabbatical is a time to refresh, recharge, and that other places cannot ’ o
refocus, returning means, in some senses, beginning a T wedo r.eallly well at feeding people and providing
new chapter. Meanwhile, Advent, which began with hospitality! All kinds of people find their way to
our Hanging of the Greens Service on Nov. 26, is the Reynard Hall for Open Table, the Chili Cookoff,
start of the Christian Year. This is a time of new and other events centered around food.
beginnings in several ways. 9 Besides being a place for people to hear a lecture,
L we can offer a safe venue for people to have deep,
As we prepare to welcome Christ into our hearts and rich conversations
into our lives, we would do well to reflect on the three . ' . . .
. . . i Attimes when the world is steeped in negativity,
months of sabbatical. What did all the happenings of . . s
church is a pleasant place to connect with positive
these months mean for us? people
On Nov. 18, Rev. Cynthia Good led about a dozen T We can be a force for unity and bring various
folks in a very good discussion of that topic. Because elements of the community together.
the sabbatical theme _was a0Comina ) _
. . As our time with Rev. Good drew to a
Home, 0 Rev. Good I n THE JOY WE FEEL n
about what ohomed cose S(Several specific ideas were
. . : HAS LITTLE TO proposed If you have a good idea, you
We came up with things like comfort, DO WITH THE
t bel . d safetv. She th are encouraged to pursue it! Start a
support, belonging, and salely. She then CIRCUMSTANCES OF rayer chain. Talk to the Deacons about
asked how ohomed <ch e . ,
listed things like the pain of emotional OUR LIVES how to more effectively connect with our
: g P : AR BVERE THING 108 DR Wil visitors and newer members. Talk to our
investments and struggles of being THE FOCUS OF OUR LIVES. .
, lay leaders about organizing all-church
accepted as we grow and develop RUSSBL Nl .
: conversations. The power of a
throughout our lives. o, . . .
_ @ A Congregational church lies with the
We were then asked :[o think about/ C@:f, creativity, ingenuity, and faithfulness of its
church as ohome. o H "‘f “f medbers. But as we continue to think
home like a church home, and how are about our church, may we never let slip
they not alike? It was very interesting to from the forefront of our minds our
see the many parallels, and also ways in which church purpose handed to us by Jes

is not like our biological families.

Once our spirits were primed with all these
questions, in a very important shift, we turned our
attention to the future. Why was this shift so
important? Because this reimagining of the future is
the point of sabbatical and renewal. When sabbatical
comes to a close, it is not the end; it is just the

body in the world. Especially in this season of Advent,
may we continue to serve, love, encourage, and unify.

Please be sure to keep an eye out for all of our
holiday happenings!

Advent Blessings
Rev. Amy Lignitz Harken
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_~Advent Schedule
.~ Dec.3 2016 Holiday Fair 9 am—12 pm
. Dec.4 Second Sunday of Advent

z ‘\' 10 am Worship, Communion
N Celebrating November & December birthdays.
* -/Dec. 11 Third Sunday of Advent

10 am Worship
5:30 pm White Gifts Pageant, Reynard Hall

- Dec. 17 Holiday Concert “The Harper and The Minstrel”
3 pm Sanctuary

... Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent

B

A 10 am Worship, Christmas Cantata feat. Senior Choir-* \
_ifDec. 24 Family Christmas Eve Service 5 pm
A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 11 pm
: % featuring the Harper and the Minstrel.
i Dec. 25 Christmas Day Worship 10 am
Jan.1 New Year’s Day Worship 10 am
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY EETURNS IN JANUARY

Adult Bible study returns! Invite a friend to join you as we dive
back into the Bible with a study of Isaiah, beginning in January.
As in previous classes, there will be a session in the morning and
a session in the evening, to accommodate as many schedules as
possible. The morning class will meet at 9 a.m.Thursday, while
the evening class will meet at 5 p.m. onMonday .

Please keep an eye out for further details, and call the church of-
fice to reserve your copy of the study guide.

"Mattapoisett’
Congregau’onaf Church, 4

All are Welcome

White Gifts Pageant Service
80+ Year Tradition

Inspiring, Youthful, Magical
The Christmas Story

Sunday December 11t 5:30m

“Pageant in the Round”
Hymns and White Gifts Presentation
Gifts of children's clothing wrapped in white paper are appreciated.

Christmas Eve Services
famify s:00pm Cam{&figﬁt 1100pm,

27Church St 508-758-2671  mattcong@verizon.net

\
1ets JAL Come to the l
/\
Table

Friday
December 9
Doors Open
4:30 pm
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